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Bishop Roderic of Toledo, the most renowned chronicler
of thirteenth century Spain, was not only present at the en-
gagement; but he carried his red cross into the thickest of the
fight; and wielding the pen as well as the sword, after the
best Castilian fashion of the day, he has left us a description of
the battle, written with all the vigour of an eye-witness. Had
the Alfonsos of Portugal and Leon been truer knights or better
Christians, the victorious march of St. Ferdinand upon Cordova
and Seville might have been anticipated by nearly half a
century.

Alfonso III. (or VIII.) of Castile did not long survive his
great triumph. He died in 1214; his crown passed to his
eldest son Henry, a child of ten years old; and the regency of
the kingdom was entrusted to the prudent hands of the un
wedded Berengaria,1 by common consent the fittest ruler in all
Spain, the most prudent princess in all Christendom. Yet did
her prudence avail but little against the force and fraud of
Alvaro Nuno, the chief of the turbulent house of Lara; and
after an ineffectual struggle of over a year's duration, she was
forced to surrender the person of the young king into the
hands of Alvaro, who assumed at once almost absolute power in
the kingdom. An accident frustrated all the schemes of the
ambitious intriguer. The boy king was killed by a falling tile
as he was playing in the courtyard of the bishop's palace at
Palencia; and Berengaria herself became the lawful Queen of
Castile.

And right nobly did she use her queenly power. Without
a moment's delay she sent messengers to Alfonso IX. of Leon,
sometime her husband, with the request that their eldest son
Ferdinand might be permitted to visit his mother at Valla-
dolid. The request was prudently granted. Berengaria, ever
striving after union in Christian Spain, immediately sum-
moned the States-General of the kindgom, and abdicated her
own regal authority in Castile in favour of her son, the heir to
the kingdom of Leon; and having further induced most of
the partisans of the rebellious House of Lara to submit them-
selves peaceably to Ferdinand, as sovereign of Castile, she
caused him to be formally recognised by the assembled Cortes,
and proclaimed king in her room (31st of August, 1217).

Yet peace was not assured.    The contemptible Alfonso of

aAs a matter of fact, the administration was at first entrusted to Queen
Eleanor, but she died in less than a month after her nomination; and the
Regency at once passed to her daughter (121:4).